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Agenda

• NIH Research Career 
Development Awards 
(“K” or “CDA”)

• Q&A



NIH K Awards – The What?

• Individual mentored awards

• Career transition awards

• Independent awards

• Institutional scientist development 
programs



NIH K Awards – The Who?

• Typically, the PD/PI (candidate)

• At the time of award

• Holds a full-time appointment at academic 
institution

• VA appointments are not counted as part of 
academic institution appointment

• U.S. citizen or a non-citizen national or lawfully 
admitted for permanent residence

• Must commit 9 PMs (75% effort) to project 

• Other eligibility requirements

• Early Stage Investigator?

• Potential extension to eligibility period



NIH K Awards – The Where?
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide/forms-h/career-forms-h.pdf

Applicant organization = Proposed site



NIH K Awards – The When?
Standard deadlines (non-AIDS)

* Adjusted for weekend and holiday
** Renewals generally not allowed

Earliest Start 
Date

Due to NIH
Release to 

SPA by COB
Notify SPATypeCycle

4/1/20256/12/20246/7/20245/29/2024NewII

7/1/202510/15/2024*10/10/202410/1/2024NewIII

9/1/20252/12/20252/7/20251/29/2025NewI

4/1/20257/12/20247/9/20246/28/2024Resubmission**II

7/1/202511/12/202411/7/202410/29/2024Resubmission**III

9/1/20253/12/20253/7/20252/26/2025Resubmission**I



NIH K Awards – The How?
Resources

https://researchtraining.nih.gov/programs/career-
development

Notice of Funding 
Opportunity

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-
guide/forms-h/career-forms-h.pdf

Application Guide

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-
guide/format-and-write/page-limits.htm#car

Page Limits

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/nihgps/HTML5/secti
on_12/12_research_career_development__k__awards.
htm

Grants Policy 
Statement

https://researchtraining.nih.gov/resources/faqFAQs



NIH K Awards - NOFOs 
Release DateNOFOTypeProgramActivity 

Code
4/24/2024PA-24-175Clinical Trial Required

Mentored Research Scientist Career 
Development AwardK01 4/24/2024PA-24-176Clinical Trial Not Allowed

4/24/2024PA-24-177Basic Experimental Studies 
with Humans Required

4/26/2024PA-24-178Clinical Trial Required
Independent Research Scientist 

Development AwardK02 4/24/2024PA-24-179Clinical Trial Not Allowed

4/26/2024PA-24-180Basic Experimental Studies 
with Humans Required

4/24/2024PA-24-181Clinical Trial Required
Mentored Clinical Scientist Research Career 

Development AwardK08 4/24/2024PA-24-182Clinical Trial Not Allowed

4/24/2024PA-24-183Basic Experimental Studies 
with Humans Required

4/9/2024PA-24-184Clinical Trial Required
Mentored Patient-Oriented Research Career 

Development AwardK23 4/9/2024PA-24-185Clinical Trial Not Allowed

4/9/2024PA-24-186Basic Experimental Studies 
with Humans Required

4/25/2024PA-24-187Clinical Trial Required
Midcareer Investigator Award in Patient-

Oriented ResearchK24 4/25/2024PA-24-188Clinical Trial Not Allowed

4/25/2024PA-24-189Basic Experimental Studies 
with Humans Required

4/23/2024PA-24-190Clinical Trial Required
Mentored Quantitative Research Career 

Development AwardK25 4/23/2024PA-24-191Clinical Trial Not Allowed

4/23/2024PA-24-192Basic Experimental Studies 
with Humans Required

4/24/2024PA-24-193Clinical Trial Required

Pathway to Independence AwardK99/R00 4/24/2024PA-24-194Clinical Trial Not Allowed

4/24/2024PA-24-195Basic Experimental Studies 
with Humans Required



NIH K Awards – Which funder?

• Which agency and (if NIH) 
Institute/Center is your PI applying to?

• Parent versus agency- or I/C-specific 
opportunity

• Does your I/C participate in the Parent 
opportunity?

• I/C specific funding levels?



NIH K Awards – Participating Organizations



NIH K Awards – NOSIs



NIH K Awards – Budget



NIH K Awards – NOFO



NIH K Awards – Application Guide



NIH K Awards – Application
SF424 RR: Cover letter

Mentored CDA applications
• Must include a cover letter that contains 

list of references
• Name
• Departmental affiliation
• Institution



NIH K Awards – Application
RR Other Project Information: 7. Project Summary/Abstract

• Summarize research project
• Describe candidate’s career 

development plan, candidate’s 
career goals, and environment in 
which the career development will 
take place

• Limited to 30 lines of text



NIH K Awards – Application
RR Key Person

• PI (candidate)
• Mentor, co-mentors

• Project role = Other Professional
• Other project role = Mentor or Co-

Mentor
• Also provide Current & Pending 

Support
• Collaborators, consultants, advisory 

committee members, if applicable



NIH K Awards – Application
RR Key Person

AlsoCommonsApplicationWho?

ORCID ID in 
Commons Personal 
Profile

https://era.nih.gov/er
ahelp/Commons/def
ault.htm#orcid.htm

• Needs account with 
PD/PI role

• May also have other 
roles (e.g., Postdoc)

PD/PICandidate

• Needs account with 
PD/PI role

Other 
Professional
• Mentor (or 

Co-Mentor)

Mentor (or 
Co-Mentor)



NIH K Awards – Application
RR Key Person: Current & Pending Support

• Relevant to the candidate’s research plan
• Limited to three pages
• Include

• Project Number
• Source
• Major Goals
• Project / Proposal State and End Dates
• Total Award Amount

• Do not include
• Effort
• Overlap



NIH K Awards – Application
RR Budget:  A. Senior/Key Persons

Only include PI
• Actual IBS
• Usually 9 PMs (75% effort)
• I/C limit for salary

• Cost-share in ADIS Internal 
Forms



NIH K Awards – Applications
RR Budget: F. Other Direct Costs: 1. Material and Supplies

Unless instructed differently in NOFO
• Enter the total research development 

support (I/C specific)
• All other budget fields (besides PI 

salary/benefits) should be left blank
• Details will be provided in Budget 

Justification



NIH K Awards – Applications
RR Budget: L. Budget Justification

• Salary and Benefits (I/C specific) for candidate

• Other Program-Related Expenses (I/C specific)

• Tuition and fees

• Supplies, equipment, technical personnel

• Travel to research meetings or training

• Statistical services, including personnel 
and computer time

• DMSP costs

• Not allowed: Salary for mentor

• Indirect: 8% MTDC



NIH K Awards – Application
PHS Human Subjects and Clinical Trials 
Information

CDA applicants who are proposing to gain 
clinical trial research experience under 
mentor’s supervision
• Not all fields are required because study 

is not an independent clinical trial



NIH K Awards – Application
PHS 398 Career Development Award Supplemental Form

• Candidate
• Research Plan
• Other Candidate Information (K05, K24)
• Mentor, Co-Mentor, Consultant, 

Collaborators
• Environment & Institutional
• Commitment to the Candidate
• Other Research Plan Sections
• Appendix



NIH K Awards – Application
PHS 398 Career Development Award Supplemental Form

The candidate must work with the mentor(s) [and others] 
in preparing the application.

in application
Mentor, Co-Mentor, Consultant, 
Collaborators #8

Plans and Statements of Mentor and Co-mentor(s)

in application
Mentor, Co-Mentor, Consultant, 
Collaborators #9

from Collaborators, Contributors 
and Consultants

Letters of Support

from Advisory Committee 
Members (if applicable)

in application
Environment & Institutional
#11

Institutional Commitment to the Candidate’s Research Career 
Development (Dean or Chair)

in application
Environment & Institutional
#12

For programs with a goal of 
promoting diversity in health-
related research

Description of Candidate’s 
Contribution to Program Goals 
(if applicable) - AOR

in CommonsReference Letters 



NIH K Awards – Application
PHS 398 Career Development Award Supplemental Form

Research Plan: 6. Training in the Responsible Conduct of 
Research

NIH:https://grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/nihgps/HTML5/sec
tion_12/12.4.1_application.htm#Training

UNMC: https://www.unmc.edu/gradstudies/current-
students/responsible-conduct-research.html

• Format

• Subject Matter

• Faculty Participation

• Duration of Instruction

• Frequency of Instruction



NIH K Awards – Application
PHS 398 Career Development Award Supplemental Form

Other Research Plan Sections

• 16. Resource Sharing

• Sharing Model Organisms (if applicable)

• Research Tools (if applicable)

• 17. Other Plan(s)

• Genomic Data Sharing (if applicable)

• Data Management and Sharing – applies 
to all research that results in the 
generation of scientific data



NIH K Awards (Mentored) – Reference Letters

• At least three, but no more than five

• Individuals not directly involved in application, 
but familiar with candidate’s qualifications

• List referees in cover letter

• Due the same day as application

• Can see in Commons that letters were 
received, but cannot see letters

• For due dates on or after 1/25/25

• Updated instructions regarding structure

• Process will remain the same



NIH K Awards – Reference Letters

• Submitted directly in the Commons (login not 
required) 
https://public.era.nih.gov/commonsplus/public/reference/submitReferenceLetter.era

• Will need to enter

• PI’s Commons ID

• PI’s last name

• NOFO numbers

• Confirmation number, only if making a 
change to letter for that application cycle

• Upload PDF, two-page maximum

• Letters are specific to the application cycle



NIH K Awards – Post-Award

• K award recipients are encouraged to 
obtain funding from other sources

• May be able to reduce effort in final two 
years



Q&A
https://www.unmc.edu/spa/training/past-sessions.html


