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Objectives
• Identify the key characteristics and benefits of open 

access publications.
• Explain the differences between the various Creative 

Commons license options.
• Explain what to look for when evaluating publishers.



“Open Access is the free, immediate, online availability of 
research articles coupled with the rights to use these articles 
fully in the digital environment. 
Open Access ensures that anyone can access and use these 
results—to turn ideas into industries and breakthroughs into 
better lives.”

SPARC https://sparcopen.org/open-access/ 

Open Access defined



Benefits of open access



https://unmc.libguides.com/nih-public-access-policy

NIH Publication Requirements

https://unmc.libguides.com/nih-public-access-policy


• Green
• Gold
• Hybrid
• Diamond
• Bronze

Types of open access

Open Access Publishing : What is Open Access? Cornell University. https://guides.library.cornell.edu/openaccess This work is licensed 
under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License. 

https://guides.library.cornell.edu/openaccess
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Creative Commons licenses



BY: Credit must be given to the creator
SA: Adaptations must be shared under the same terms
NC: Only noncommercial uses of the work are permitted
ND: No derivatives or adaptations of the work are permitted

Creative Commons licenses

https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/cclicenses/



• Open access publishing can come with a price tag. 
• Peer review
• Copy-editing
• Hosting

• $2,000 - $3,000 up to $10,000 or more for prestige 
journals

Article Processing Charges (APC)



• Write into grants
• Waivers and discounts

• McGoogan Health Sciences Library
• Society membership
• Discretionary

How to pay?



https://unmc.libguides.com/authortoo
lkit/oadiscounts

• PLOS Biology and BLOS Medicine
• Wiley and Hindawi
• Elsevier (select titles)
• Biochemical Society

Open Access Publishing Discounts 
for UNMC

https://unmc.libguides.com/authortoolkit/oadiscounts
https://unmc.libguides.com/authortoolkit/oadiscounts


“Predatory publishers or journals are those which charge 
authors a fee for publication with no intention of providing the 
expected services – such as editorial or peer review – in 
return.”

Predatory publishing – Evaluating 
Publishers

https://thinkchecksubmit.org/resources/about-predatory-publishing/ Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


• A journal title which can be easily confused with another journal 
or that might mislead potential authors and readers about the 
journal’s origin, scope or association with other journals

• Very wide scope
• Displays of unofficial impact factors
• False claims of being indexed in major services like PubMed or 

DOAJ
• No publisher address or contact information
• Unclear ownership of the journal
• Spams researchers with many emails inviting submissions, 

often unrelated to expertise

What to watch for, part 1

https://thinkchecksubmit.org/resources/about-predatory-publishing/ Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


• Advertises very fast times from submission to publication
• Publishes out-of-scope articles
• Publishes nonsense articles
• Poor or non-existent editing of articles (many spelling mistakes 

or very poor grammar)
• Hides information on charges
• No editorial board is listed, or the editorial board comprises 

dead or retired scholars or scholars who are not specialized in 
the topic

• Lack of information on the policies of the journal, such as peer 
review, licensing and copyright

What to watch for, part 2

https://thinkchecksubmit.org/resources/about-predatory-publishing/ Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


https://thinkchecksubmit.org/





• Assist with building comprehensive search strategies
• Navigating the databases
• Citation managers

Capstone Projects



Office Hours

https://unmc.libguides.com/publichealth


Contact Us
Jess King: jessicad.king@unmc.edu
Heather Brown: hlbrown@unmc.edu

Virtual Appointments

Questions?

mailto:jessicad.king@unmc.edu
mailto:hlbrown@unmc.edu
https://outlook.office365.com/book/DanielleWestmark@univnebrmedcntr.onmicrosoft.com/
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