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Objectives:

• Review brief histories of different infectious diseases 
using rare books in the McGoogan Library collection

• Explore biographies of the book authors/creators
• Discuss different theories of contagion and show how 

those theories have changed over the centuries

The Dance of death: from the original designs of Hans Holbein
Hans Holbein
1816



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Girolamo_Fracastoro

De sympathia et antipathia 
rervm liber vnvs: de contagion et 
contagiosis morbis et cvratione 
libri III

Girolamo Fracastoro
1546
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Girolamo_Fracastoro


Bubonic Plague:
The Black Death



The surgeon’s mate: or 
military & domestic surgery, 
discovering faithfully & plainly 
the method and order of the 
surgeon’s chest, the uses of 
the instruments, the vertues 
and operations of the 
medicines …

John Woodall
1639







The virtue and use of coffee 
with regard to the plague

Richard Bradley
1720
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Syphilis:
The Great Pretender



Syphilis, sive morbus 
gallicus

Girolamo Fracastoro
1531

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Girolamo_Fracastoro

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Girolamo_Fracastoro




Corky the killer: Story of syphilis

Harry A. Wilmer
1945

https://collections.nlm.nih.gov/catalog/nlm:nlmuid-101432235-img

3.

https://collections.nlm.nih.gov/catalog/nlm:nlmuid-101432235-img


Smallpox:
The Speckled Monster



The Works of the Right Honourable 
Lady Mary Wortley Montagu: including 
her correspondence, poems, and 
essays

Mary Wortley Montagu
1817

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lady_Mary_Wortley_Montagu

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lady_Mary_Wortley_Montagu






The picture can't be displayed.



An inquiry into the causes 
and effects of the variolae 
vaccinae

Edward Jenner
1798

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_Jenner
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The Works of the Right Honourable Lady 
Mary Wortley Montagu: including her 
correspondence, poems, and essays

“Town Eclogues: Saturday: The Small-Pox”

Mary Wortley Montagu
1817

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lady_Mary_Wortley_Montagu
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Description of the distinct, 
confluent, and inoculated 
small pox, varioloid disease, 
cow pox and chicken pox

John D. Fisher
1829

https://www.perkins.org/john-dix-fisher/
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Hansen’s Disease:
Leprosy



Feldtbuch der Wundtartzney

Hans von Gersdorff
1517
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Cholera:
The Blue Death



A practical treatise on the 
history, prevention, and 
treatment of epidemic cholera

Daniel Drake
1832

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daniel_Drake

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daniel_Drake






Anatomie pathologique du 
corps humain

Jean Cruvielhier
Vol. 1
1829-42

https://collections.nlm.nih.gov/catalog/nlm:nlmuid-101412270-img
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Tuberculosis:
The White Plague



De l’uscultation meditate

René Laennec
Vol. 1
1819

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ren%C3%A9_Laennec

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ren%C3%A9_Laennec






Pathological anatomy: 
illustrations of the elementary 
forms of disease

Robert Carswell
1838

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Carswell_%28pathologist%29
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Weak lungs, and how to make them 
strong: or Diseases of the organs of 
the chest, with their home treatment 
by the movement cure

Dio Lewis
1863

https://www.pafa.org/museum/collection/item/dio-lewis

https://www.pafa.org/museum/collection/item/dio-lewis






Huber the Tuber: a story 
of tuberculosis

Harry A. Wilmer
1943

https://collections.nlm.nih.gov/catalog/nlm:nlmuid-101432235-img
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Influenza



Conservation of Public Health Series 
“Spanish” Influenza

University of Nebraska College of Medicine
1918





Questions?
Thank You!

Erin J. Torell, MA
Assistant Professor

Rare Book Librarian
Leon S. McGoogan Health Sciences Library

erin.torell@unmc.edu
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